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'North Korea’s Digital Underground’ was the most interesting article for me. Those smuggling facts
into or out of North Korea risk imprisonment and even execution. A North Korean factory worker
was publicly executed 1/2010 for phoning news about the price of rice to someone in South Korea.
Yet, North Korean defectors and South Korean and Japanese activists are providing information for
those trapped within North Korea'’s borders. North Korean reporters receive small retainers and
additional funds to bribe their way out of difficult situations. These efforts also benefit the U.S. -
helping to avoid planted intelligence and wild rumors.TVs are set to receive only government
stations, freestanding radios are illegal - though every household and business has a
government-controlled radio hardwired to a central station, a volume control, but no on-off switch.
No more than a few thousand North Korean researchers and high officials have access to the
Internet; most citizens must settle for censored news. Owning computers is legal, but they must be
registered with local authorities; printers are even rarer and closely monitored. Citizens are
forbidden to own fax machines, which can be found only in post offices and businesses offices -
sending a fax requires approval from a high-level employee.Free North Korea Radio’s Voices of the
People features man-on-the-street interviews with North Koreans, their voices digitally distorted;

some are defectors living in South Korea.
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